TESL 3050-Conversation Club- Shopping

Nov 6th, 2022

I started off by tricking Hilda, as we agreed on the topic of shopping. She was worried for a little bit and then let know that the first slide was intended to do just that, trick her. I started with a warm-up activity based on word association. This got all the students ready to go and set the pace. With that in mind, I put in funny pictures of people doing crazy things while shopping to add to the flavour of the presentation. Upon my next slide, I went onto questions, then polling question, trivia, and a conversation game where all the students had to create a conversation to share with everyone. However, I didn’t pace myself and never got through all the ppt. Which was a shame as I had other great games for the class. No matter, the class I thought was great, they kept pace and were intrigued by other my good looks, my humour or they were simply laughing at me. Either way, the students as I had a good time in the class. What I could have done better, and as mentioned was pace myself a little better, so I don’t miss some of the material. 

What could be done better, but is not in my control, is not having that personal interaction with the students. Although I got them to all talk, and most definitely turned on their cameras, it something you really miss with when you do your classes on zoom or teams. The other thing I need to do, is to draw from other resources when it comes to teaching such as using cahoots, or games that were originally taught to me at the beginning of the courses. But with, I still think that the class went well, I grabbed the student’s attention and really felt I connected with them. And to be honest, I think my passion. Not sure what to say about that, but come middle age, and bang, here we are. Time to reconsider my life and seriously look at new possibilities. 
As for what else I can improve, I think there a lot of things I can do, but this can only be done with more and more experience which I hopefully can do by teaching, perhaps as a fulltime job. As such, more thinking will be required on my part. And although I’m getting off course, I think it’s the students who teach me more than I teach them. 
