TESL 3050- Communicative Approach- Alex Silverman


Mr. Silverman’s class is very interactive. You can really see the class is from the start captivated by his presence and approach to the class and individual students. Although the class is drab, it doesn’t matter, because the people are focused on him and his charismatic approach. With that in mind, Mr. Silverman tells the class what they will be doing, and clearly outlines the objectives, the topic being of persuasion. He surrounds the objective of persuasion by providing using a personal example, which is, to which city should his parents move to. He then introduces the students on developing the body of the argument, by asking them to develop an opening statement, supportive arguments and a conclusion. He then divided the class into 4 groups, one being the parents, and the rest the kids. They then came back to discuss their findings, and suggestions based on the 3 cities where the kids where situated. Then each group discussed their arguments to the class and instructor. What I found interesting was that the communicative method was really brought out as it allowed the students to practise the language, and students were allowed to express their own opinions. This is essential when students are trying to learn a new language. Why? Because the students are given the chance to really interact but also go out on a limb and not be afraid to make mistakes in front of their classmates. However, this is an attribute that is built up by the instructor, who gives the students the confidence to be open and take chances. I can really connect with Mr. Silverman as his method of being so animated and encouraging is something I want to esteem to be. 
In addition, he gave the students homework, where they had to write down the same exercise, they did but regarding their own city. In sum, Mr. Silverman did obtain his objectives and did it with a smile. The class was great, and there would be nothing to change except perhaps more lighting. 
However, that is just a detail and I hope to become as good as a teacher as Mr. Silverman. 
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